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PRELIMINARY SUMMARY OF MDUOATION OY CANADA FOR THE YHAR 1929. 


The number enrolled in all educational institutions in Canada in 1929, or 
the latest year reported, was 2,387,057. Hach of the eleven categories into which 
this enrolment is divided in Table [I ee this report showed an increase over the 
previous year, except schools for the blind and deaf. ‘The total increase of 45 ,000 
for the year compares with an increase of 51,000 in 1925. Ordinary publicly- 
controlled schools (Ikindergarten, elementary. end secondary) with 2.080, 949 pupils, 
or 8/ pec. of all students in the educational institutions of the Dominion, showed 
about 1.5 pec. increase,- the average of the last few years. Private schools of the 
same nature, which embrace about 4% p.c. of the totei school enrolment, reported an 
increase of more than 1.5 p-c. Day and night technical schools, which include about 
5 pec. of the ctudents in all schools, recorded an increase of about 8 p.c. over 1928 
in which year the increase was 11 p.c« ‘Tecanical courses appear to be retaining 
their growing popularity, and legislation of the year points to the probability that 
they will be forther stimulated. The greater part of the remaining 5 p.c. of the 
total enrolment is in ae Lae eek and colleges where pronounced increases are 
recorded in each of the three classes into which their students are divided. 

Students of the regnlar eos in post-matriculation courses increased about 3 p.C.;3 
preparatory courses at the colloges, 14 9.¢c.; short-course. extra-mural and special 
students. 10 p»c.e A high proportion o* extra-mural and short-course students is 
school teachers, anc the increasing popularity of courses of this nature has its 
counterrart in the imorovement of the general level of qualifications among teachers 
of practically every vwrovince 


An interesting tendency of the senerally increasing enrolment in all 
institutions is Proves to light by compar ng the increased enrolment in ordinary 
day schools (the &7 p.c. groum) with the increase in ail other institutions combined. 
The tendency toward a more ravid increase in the Latter group is apparent froma 
comparison of the figures for 1926 and 1929, in Table I. When a comparison of the 
years 1921 and 1929 is made, the orcinary schools are seen to have increased only 
15.6 p»c. while the smaller grovp increased 3u.3 p.c. ince the great majority of 
students in the smaller group are of secondary or higner grace, the trend is 
indicative of a much higher proportion of the population receiving advanced education. 
The same result, morsover, is being produced within the larger group, which is 
analyzed in Table If. Exclusive cf the Oathoiic Schools of Quebec in which the 
system of grading is not comparable to “hose of the other provinces, the proportion 
of all students in secondary or high school grades in 1929 is alos’ le pec., where 
it was less than & p.c. in 192i. In two of the provinces - British Columbia and 
Ontario -— the proportion is now greater than i4 pec. 


Table II shows that the percentage of attendance in ordinary day schools 
in 1929 is over 70 p-cs in each of the provinces. The average for the Dominion is 

16.0 pec. “Im two provinces it is over 60 p.c., - in British re 6, 1sp.G., in 
Quebec 80.7 p.c. The number of teachers in ‘hese schoois 1s 68,388, of whom 13,490 
are men and 55,398 women, Exceptiniys Prince WHdward Island, and beginning with Nove 

Scotia, the proportion of male teachers increases in eacn province vo the westward, 
reaching « peak of 27-9 p.c. in British Columbie 
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J.B. Robbins, M.A. 
A f fy a Be 
PRELIMINARY SUMMARY OF EDUCATION IN CANADA, LAO. 

A concise numerical summary of educational institutions in Canada for the 
academic year ending in 1930 may be presented as follows. (Similar data for individual 
provinces, as well as more detailed information on schools of the provincial systems, 
are given in the tables attached). The Dominion total shows 32,209 schools or colleges, 
$3,144 teachers and 2,490,623 pupils costing $165, 361,198. Roughly, the schools reach 


one-quarter of tne country's population and involve an average expenditure of $66 on 


each person enrolled. 


Number of Number of Number of Expenditure 
Institutions Pupils Teachers 

Provincially controlled schools 

(a) Ordinary, day 30 4188 2,106,878 68,880) 

b) Technichd day 100 47, 74e 1,734) 

c) Technical evening 3U0 111,301 2,914) 135,901,082 

(a) Normal Schools U6 7,360 467) 

(e) Blind and deaf nik 1,764 4300) 
Privately-controlled schools 

(a) Ordinary day 795 92,275 5,518) 

(b) Business training 182 29,120 679) 6,762,000 
(pat .) 
Dominion Indian Schools zue 15,743 «#500 2,330,437 

Universities and Colleges 
(a) Preparatory LUG 19,733 1,394) 
(b) University grade 152 37, 400) 4, 708) 20 , 3675679 
(c) Others ie 21,257) ) 


TOTALS 32,209 2,490, 623 83,144 165, 361,198 


# Approximate 
} Including only affiliated schools that are not enumerated in (b). 


The provincially-controlled schools of general education embrace 
2,106,878 pupils, the privately-controlled 92,¢75, making in all 2,199,153 of whom over 
13 per cent were in the high school grades (omitting from the caloulation the enrolment 
of the Catholic Schools of Quebec.) As has been pointed out in previous reports the 
proportion in the upper grades increases from year to jee; having risen from 8 per 
cent in 1921 to 13 per cent in 1930, and sndications are that in 1931 and 1932 it is 
being augnented even more rapidly. The older pupils are experiencing unusual difficulty 
in obtaining employment, and are remaining in school or even returning to school after 


having been out for a year or more. 
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The proportion of the year's enrolment ir average daily attendance 
was over 70 per cent in every province, and {7 per cent for the Dominion as a whole. 
There has been marked improvement if this respect in the past decade, the Dominion 
percentage having risen steadily from 64.7 pecs in 1919, and all provinces having 
contributed to the increase. This means,that the average pupil is attending at 
least a month more every year than he did ten or eleven years ago. And this factor 
must be in no small degree responsible for the higher proportion in the upver grades. 
In Nova Scotia in 1930 the percentage of attendarce had increased 12 p.c. relatively 
to 1981, while the average grade of children at 14 years had risen 6 p.c., (allowing 
equal weight to each grade); in Saskatchewan the attendance percentage had risen 


18 p.c., the grade 8 p.c.; in Alberta the rises were 26 pec. and ll p.c. respectively. 


For every 32 pupils there vas ateacher, the average number of pupils 
to a class room ranging frem 30 to 36 in all provinces except Ontario where there are 
calculated to be 39, and P.B. Island where there are only 28. The proportion of men 
in the teaching profession has increased steadily since the close of the war, when it 
was at the abnormally low figure of 15.5 p.ce, and now amounts to 21.1 p.c. for the 
Dominion as a whole, which cor ares with 19.2 y.c. or the last year before the 


outbreak of the war. 


° 


In the matter of certification of teachers there has been out standing 
improvement in recent years. The proportion of teachers with second class or higner 
certificates, in the eight provinces where teaching licenses are thus classified, 
has risen from 67 per cent in 1914, to 74 per cent in 1919, to 85 per cent in 1925, 
and 95 per cent in 19%0. In fhe provinces from Ontario westward third class and 
similar temporary certificates have practically disappeared, and there has been an 


aveompanying increase of permanence in the profession. The average experience of 


Manitoba t¥achers, for instance, was iess than four years in 1923; now it is six years. 


The enrolment in technical schools continued to mount for both day 
and evening courses. The Technical Education Act of 19%1 provides for further 
grants by the Dominion Government for fifteen years. at the rave of $750,000 a year, 
and with the assurance of this central stimulus vocaticncl educational ficilities 


are expected to continue their expansion. 
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